
COURSE  
SYLLABUS 

MATH 113 SECTION H1 COLLEGE ALGEBRA 

COURSE 
DESCRIPTION 

Fundamental algebraic operations, linear and quadratic equations and 

inequalities with applications, radial and rational equations, functions 

(exponential and logarithmic), graphing, zeros of polynomials, systems of 

equations and inequalities. This course has been identified as a general 

education course. 

PREREQUISITE 

Successful completion of MATH 092, or Math Enhanced ACT score of at least 

19; or permission of DMCS department head. Two years of high school algebra 

are recommended. 

TEXT BOOK 
(Required) 

College Algebra (custom edition) 
Lial, Hornsby and Schneider (2005), 

Brooks/Cole Publishing Co. 

TEXTBOOK 
SUPPLEMENT 

There is a student's solution manual 

to accompany the text. 
 

Lial, Hornsby and Schneider (2005), 

Brooks/Cole Publishing Co. 

INSTRUCTOR Karen Aucoin 

OFFICE Kirkman  Hall 139F 

TELEPHONE 475-5803 

e-mail aucoin@mcneese.edu 

web site 
http://faculty.mcneese.
edu/kaucoin/ 

 

   

Office Hours 
And 

Class Schedule 

Time Mon Wed Fri 
08:00 AM  -
  08:50 

Office Office Office 

09:00 AM  -
  09:50 

Office 
Kirkman 
201 

Kirkman 
201 

10:00 AM  -
  10:50 

Math 
421/551 
Sec A 

Math 
421/551 
Sec A 

Math 
421/551 
Sec A 

11:00 AM  -
  11:50 

Math 307 
Sec A 

Math 307 
Sec A 

Math 307 
Sec A 

12:00 PM  -
  12:50 

   

01:00 PM  -
  02:15 

   

02:25 PM  -
  03:40 

   

04:00 PM  -
  05:15 

   

05:25 PM  -
  06:40 

   
 

Time Tuesday Thursday 
08:00 AM  -
  09:15 

Office Office 

09:25 AM  -
  10:40  

Math 291 
Sec B 

Math 291 
Sec B 

10:50 AM  -
  12:05  

  

12:15 PM  -
  01:30  

Math 113 
Sec H1 

Math 113 
Sec H1 

01:40 PM  -
  02:55  

Office Office 

04:00 PM  -
  05:15  

  

05:25 PM  -
  06:40  

  

06:50 PM  -
  08:05  

  
 

POLICY ON 
ASSISTANCE 
DURING 
OFFICE HOURS 

First, I will want to see your work on the problem in question. 
You should have read the section in the book before coming for help. 
Bring all the materials that relate to your question. 

TUTORING  
Additional help is available at the tutoring center located in Kirkman Hall room 129. 
Help with MyMathLab is available in Kirkman 201. 

  



STUDENT 
LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 
AND 
OBJECTIVES 

General Education Competency 

The General Education Competency assessed in this course: To 

understand numerical data and statistics.  

Student Learning Outcomes 

The student will be able to  

 collect, organize, and interpret numerical data in various forms;  

 demonstrate computational skills necessary for problem solving and 

mathematical modeling;  

 create, interpret, and revise models to solve problems;  

 demonstrate knowledge and skills specific to course content as outlined 

in the objectives listed below.  

Objectives 

The student will be able to  

 solve linear equations, rational equations, and quadratic equations with 

applications;  

 solve absolute value equations with applications and equations 

involving radicals;  

 perform fundamental operations with functions;  

 determine zeroes of polynomials;  

 find inverse of functions;  

 graph functions including exponential and logarithmic functions;  

 solve exponential and logarithmic equations with applications;  

 perform basic operations with complex numbers;  

 solve system of equations and inequalities.  

 

  



COURSE 
CONTENT 

Course material will include the following topics:  

TOPIC CHPT. SECTIONS APPROX. TIME 

Equations and inequalities Ch. 1 1–8 ~ 3.5 weeks 

Graphs and functions Ch. 2 1–6 ~ 2.5 weeks 

Polynomial and rational functions Ch. 3 1–3, 5 ~ 2.5 weeks 

Exponential and logarithmic functions Ch. 4 1–6 ~ 3.5 weeks 

Systems and matrices Ch. 5 1, 2 ~ 2 weeks 

Additional topics may be covered, at the discretion of the instructor as 

needed during the course.  

 

METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION 

Lecture, presentation and explanation of problems by students, collaborative group 
problem solving 

MyMathLab 

MyMathLab is a web-based interactive tool (also known as 

CourseCompass) which requires the use of Internet Explorer. It is 

designed to allow the student to do homework and take quizzes and 

tests online; these are primary components of the final grade.  In the 

homework sets, the student will be allowed unlimited attempts at each 

problem, provided they are completed by the due date.  Students are 

given two attempts at each quiz.  No late homework or quizzes will be 

accepted.  Students must complete an average of 2 hours of lab time per 

week, or a total of 30 hours per semester in Kirkman  201.  Quizzes and 

tests must be completed in Kirkman 201 within the time frames 

specified on the MyMathLab calendar.  Homework may be completed 

from a computer outside of the lab, but you are encouraged to take 

advantage of help available in Kirkman 201. 

 

CALCULATOR 

The Casio 9750G Plus will be used for classroom demonstrations. It is recommended 
that you check with the instructor before using a calculator other than the Casio 
9750G Plus for this class. Some testing will be conducted without the use of the 
calculator. 

  



SEMESTER  
GRADE 

The semester grade for the course will be calculated by using the weights (%’s) indicated 
below. 
 

MATHLAB 5% 
Must be in Kirkman Hall  
Room 201 

QUIZZES 10% 
Each quiz may be taken 
twice. 

HOMEWORK 15% 
No limit on the number of 
tries on homework 
problems. 

MIDTERM TEST 1 15% Chapter 1 (1-8) 

MIDTERM TEST 2 15% Ch 2 (1-6);Ch 3 (1-3,5) 

MIDTERM TEST 3 15% Ch 4 (1-6) 

FINAL EXAM 25% Chapters 1,2,3,4,5 (1,2) 

 

Notes: 

1. The final exam will be a departmental exam.  

2. A student who scores below 60 on the final exam and below 60 for the 

semester grade for the course will receive a mark of F in the course.  

3. A student who scores below 60 on the final exam, but scores 60 or 

better for the semester grade for the course will be given one chance 

to retake the final exam before the semester mark is assigned.  

4. A student who scores at least 60 on the final exam will receive a 

minimum mark of D in the course.  

5. In the case of an excused absence, the instructor reserves the right to 

reweight the final exam in lieu of a make-up test.  

6. In the case where a student's score on his final exam indicates 

exceptional achievement above and beyond that indicated by the 

semester average, the instructor reserves the right to reweigh the 

value of the final exam in computing the semester grade.  

A STUDENT WILL RECEIVE A PASSING MARK IF, AND ONLY IF, THE 

STUDENT PASSES THE FINAL EXAM WITH A 60 OR BETTER. 



SEMESTER  
MARK 

 
The Department of Mathematics, Computer Science, and Statistics does not assign the 
mark   WN. 
 

Semester Grade Semester Mark 

90 - 100 A 

80 - 89 B 

70 - 79 C 

60 - 69 D 

0 - 59 F 
 

CLASSROOM 
BEHAVIOR 

 
All cell phones and electronic devices should be in silent mode. 
 
No food or drinks are allowed in the classrooms. 
 
Respect and courtesy to one another are expected at all times. 
 
Late arrival and/or early departure will be considered an unexcused absence unless 
resolved with the instructor before or after the class. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
POLICY 

Please read the Department's Attendance Policy. 

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 
 

Students should visit the MSU web page at 

      http://www.mcneese.edu/policy/diversity.htm 

for information about diversity awareness and sexual harassment policies and 

procedures, as well as the Americans with Disabilities Act.    

 

Students should also visit the MSU web page at 

      http://www.mcneese.edu/integrity 

for information on the Academic Integrity Policy.  

 

In compliance with federal regulation 29CFR1910.3, the National Fire 

Protection Association Standard NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, Section 4.7, and 

the State of Louisiana Office of Risk Management, McNeese State University 

will periodically conduct fire drills.  In the event of a fire drill or a related 

building emergency, all persons in a classroom are required to exit the building 

using posted escape routes or the Area of Refuge for individuals with 

disabilities.  All persons in class are required to follow the faculty member 

outside of the building to safety and are required to check in with the faculty 

member to ensure that everyone has safely exited the building.  It is everyoneôs 

responsibility to ensure that emergency responders such as University Police or 

Building Coordinators are made aware of missing or injured persons and 

individuals with disabilities who evacuated to the Area of Refuge.  No one may 

re-enter the building until an official all-clear is given by emergency responders. 
 

http://www.dmcs.mcneese.edu/syllabi/AttendancePolicy.shtml
http://www.mcneese.edu/policy/diversity.htm
http://www.mcneese.edu/integrity


 
It is each studentôs responsibility to register with the Office of Services for Students with 

Disabilities when requesting an accommodation. Any student with a disability is encouraged 

to contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, Drew Hall, Room 200, (337) 

475-5916 Voice, (337) 475-5878 FAX, (337) 562-4227 TDD/TTY, Hearing Impaired.  475-

5722.  

 

 

 
 

SUMMER  
SCHOOL 

One week of summer school is equivalent to 2 ½ weeks of Fall or Spring classes 

 


